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Alabama’s Unemployment Rate Rises, Remains Below National 
Average  
 
MONTGOMERY—Alabama’s unemployment rate for November 2008 is 6.1%, Tom 
Surtees, Director of the Alabama Department of Industrial Relations, announced today.  
 
This represents an increase from October’s revised rate of 5.5%, and from the 2007 
November rate of 3.7%.  The rate remains below the national average of 6.7%.   
 
“While we are experiencing an increase in our unemployment rate, it is important to note 
that Alabama is in much better shape than other states,” said Surtees.  “This is due to the 
fact that Alabama has seen exceptional job growth over the past six years.  We have seen 
net job increases of over one hundred thousand since 2003. This increase has enabled us 
to weather this economic downturn better than some other states.” 
 
This month’s unemployment rate represents an increase of 10,983 additional unemployed 
persons.  The manufacturing sector experienced the largest decrease in jobs, while the 
trade, transportation, and utilities sector experienced the largest increase. 
 
The counties with the lowest unemployment rates are Shelby County, at 3.9%, Madison 
County, at 4.1%, and Tuscaloosa County, at 4.6%.  The counties with the highest rates 
are Chambers County, at 14.6%, Wilcox County, at 14.0%, and Bullock County, at 
12.1%. 
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For more information, please contact Public Information Officer Tara Hutchison at (334) 
242-8616.           


